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1. Irrigation practices, including vegetative, management, and structural, are only eligible if the land has been irrigated 2 of the past 5 years (2012, 2011, 2010, 2009, and 2008).
2. Participant is eligible for a retrofit of irrigation sprinkler system, code 442, if there will be an improvement in irrigation efficiency. Participant must improve system by retrofit, or going from a high pressure system to a medium pressure system, or from a high to a low pressure system, or from medium to low pressure system.
3. High pressure system – Greater than 75 psi
4. Medium pressure system – 51 to 75 psi
5. Moderate pressure system – 36 to 50 psi
6. Low pressure system – less than 35 psi 
7. If the system being replaced is a center pivot system, it must be salvaged and a receipt from a salvage yard provided to NRCS. (i.e. the system cannot be used on any other farm the contract participant owns, operates, or rents. Also, the system cannot be sold).
8. If the system is a hose system, the participant must provide the serial number of the system to NRCS. The system cannot be used on another field or farm to obtain irrigation history for future financial payments.
9. Well permit and water allocation permits required.
10. A flow meter must be installed for new or replaced systems.
11. Functioning pressure gauge at the pump must be installed.
12. Pressure regulators installed at each of the nozzles.
13. Irrigation water management plan must be written to meet NRCS standard code 449 and the Conservation Activity Plan Criteria (CAP), if applicable. Plan must be provided to NRCS prior to payment for codes 441 or 442; Or if the only practice in the contract is code 449, the plan must be provided to NRCS by April 1st of the first year of the scheduled practice.
14. A uniformity test (a can test) must be completed on replacement system before a payment will be processed unless there are documented circumstances beyond the contract participant’s control. If the only practice in the contract is code 449, then a uniformity test (a can test) must be completed on the existing system before a payment will be processed unless there are documented circumstances beyond the contract participant’s control.
15. If person plans on using chemigation or fertigation, a backflow preventer must be installed in the main line. 
16. No waiver requests will be approved for irrigation for program year 2013.
17. Design of replacement system, codes 441 or 442, must be evaluated and approved by the NRCS State Conservation Engineer or his designee before the application for codes 441 or 442 may be ranked in ProTracts. Designs must be submitted to the NRCS field office by January 1, 2013 to be considered eligible to be ranked for program year 2013.
