EQIP Cover Crop 2013
October 16, 2012

Policy for Cover Crop Program for EQIP 2013 Contracts is as follows: 
1. Purpose of the cover crop program is for water quality in all three counties. 
2. Only unharvested small grain crops are eligible for cover crop program. Small grain cover crop cannot be harvested in the spring.
3. Eligible species are: rye, wheat, barley, forage/oilseed radishes, and spring oats. Other species and seeding mixes as approved by NRCS SRC.
4. One year contracts in ProTracts, unless participant wants additional years up to three (3) year’s total.
5. Separate fund code, ranking tool, and contracts in ProTracts.
6. Normal planting is defined as cover crops (rye, wheat, barley, etc.) planted for water quality by October 15th.
7. Spring oats must be planted by September 15th. 
8. Tracts and fields are identified in ToolKit.
9. All seed purchased for cover crops must be tested and properly labeled in accordance with Delaware Seed Law and Regulations. A seed tag must be provided to NRCS.
10. If homegrown seed is used, it must be tested prior to planting for purity, germination, and noxious weeds by either the Maryland or Delaware State Seed Laboratory. The results must be provided to NRCS.
11. Application of commercial fertilizers or animal manures (N and P) in the fall are not allowed on a field that is intended to receive or is receiving cover crop payments. 
12.  Cover crops may follow corn, full season soybeans, sorghum, vegetables, or potatoes. Cover crops after double cropped beans are not allowed.
13.  Participants will self certify on NRCS approved forms the tracts, the fields and the acres of cover crop planted. There will be a minimum of 5% spot check of acres in the fall after planting.
14.  Participants will self certify on NRCS approved forms the tracts, the fields and the acres of cover crop destroyed after March 15 but before June 1. There will be a minimum of 5% spot check of acres in the spring after destruction of the cover crop.
15.  Cover crops may be destroyed by applying a herbicide, by plowing the crop under or green chop for on farm use, only, after March 15th.
16.  If participant plans on planting early peas, the cover crop may be destroyed after March 1, and fertilizer and manure can be applied after March 1st.
17.  No grazing is allowed on cover crop land.
18.  Practice must be applied according to NRCS Standard and Specification for Cover Crop, code 340, and job sheet.  
19.  If person is applying cover crop aerially, a bill is required. Seeding rate must be increased by 30 percent over drilled rates. Refer to job sheet or standard.
20. 
 Participant must come into the NRCS office to certify cover crop has been planted: 		Normal planted cover crop – October 22, 2013 
                                      Spring Oats – September 20, 2013     
21.  Payments will be made after the participant has certified the cover crop has been destroyed. Certification by the participant may occur after March 15th, but no later than June 1st. 
22.  If participant does not plant all the scheduled acres in the contract, the following conditions apply: 1) According to the above rules, if less than 80 percent of the scheduled acres have been planted or 2) if 400 or more acres have not been planted according to the above rules, then the contract will be considered breached.  No payment will be made and contract will be terminated subject to the 10 percent assessment for liquidated damages.   


___________________________________________
Participant Signature and Date


___________________________________________
Planner Signature and Date
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