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Contact us

zz Dover Field Office
Serving Kent County
800 Bay Rd., Dover, DE 19901 
302-741-2600 ext. 3 

zz Georgetown Field Office
Serving Sussex County
21315 Berlin Rd., Unit 3, Georgetown, DE 19947 
302-856-3990 ext. 3

zz Newark Field Office
Serving New Castle Couny
2430 Old County Rd., Newark, DE 19702 
302-832-3100 ext. 3

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
2010

Other things you should know:
zÎ EQIPzcontractszcanzlastzfromztwoztoz10zyears.z

zÎ Paymentszarezlimitedztoz$300,000zperz
participantzforzthezlifezofzthez2008zFarmzBill.z

zÎ Therezisznozminimumzacreagezrequirement,z
however,zprojectszthatzaddresszsignificantz
resourcezconcernszarezmorezlikelyztozreceivez
funding.z

zÎ Youzwillzbezreimbursedzafterzthezpracticesz
havezbeenzinstalledzaccordingztozNRCSz
specifications.z

zÎ Additionalzfinancingzmayzbezavailablezthroughz
thezUSDAzFarmzServicezAgencyz(FSA),zorz
privatezlendingzagencies.z

What’s new in EQIP?

zn Underzthez2008zFarmzBill,zNRCSzisznowzofferingz
newzandzinnovativezconservationzpracticesz
emphasizing:z

z6 cleanzairzandzenergyz
z6 forestzlandzmanagement
z6 organiczfarmingz
z6 pollinatorzandzwildlifezhabitatz

zo Thez2008zFarmzBillzprovideszgreaterzassistancez
tozbeginning,zsociallyzdisadvantagedzandz
limited-resourcezfarmers.z

Farmerszinzthezabovezcategorieszmayzbez
eligiblezforzhigherzpaymentzrateszandzreceivez
upztoz30zpercentzofztheirzpaymentszinzadvancez
forzpurchasingzmaterialszorzcontracting.z



The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary federal conservation 
program that provides technical and financial assistance to agricultural producers and forest 
land owners who want to improve and protect soil, water, air, plants and animals on their land.

Are you eligible for EQIP?

How to apply:

EQIP participants must:

zÎ bezanzindividual,zentityzorzjointzoperation.z

zÎ producezorzsellzanzannualzminimumzofz
$1,000zofzagriculturalzproducts.zForestzlandzisz
exemptzfromzthiszrequirement.z

zÎ havezdocumentedzcontrolzofzthezlandzforzthez
termzofzthezcontract.z

zÎ havezanzaveragezadjustedzgrosszincomezofz$1z
millionzdollarszorzlesszannually.

zÎ havezanzinterestzinzthezfarmingzoperationz
associatedzwithzthezlandzbeingzenrolled.z

Land enrolled in EQIP must: 

zÎ bezinzagricultural,zlivestockzorzforestz
production,zorzcapablezofzgrowingztrees.z

zÎ bezprivatelyzowned.zPubliclyzownedzlandszarez
eligiblezonlyzifzthezlandziszleasedzorzrentedztoz
anzeligiblezagriculturalzproducer.z

zÎ notzreceivezotherzUSDAzprogramzpaymentsz
forzthezsamezconservationzpractice.z

What is the Environmental Quality Incentives Program?

What’s in it for you?
ThroughzEQIP,zyouzcanzreceivezfinancialzandztechnicalzassistanceztozplanzandzinstallzconservationzpracticeszdesignedz
tozbenefitztheznaturalzresourceszyouzdependzonzaszanzagriculturalzorzforestryzproducer.z

WhenzyouzapplyztozEQIP,zyou’llzbeginzbyzworkingzwithzanzNRCSzconservationzprofessionalztozdevelopzazconservationzplanz
thatzidentifiesznaturalzresourcezconcernszandzconservationzpracticeszthatzbestzaddresszspecificzconditionszonzyourzland.z

EQIPzfundingzcanzhelpzpayzforzimplementingzyourzplanningzdecisions.

ContactzyourzlocalzNRCSzfieldzofficeztozbeginzthez
applicationzprocess.zz

zÎ Creating a conservation plan is one of the 
first steps in applying for EQIP.

z6 Developingzazplanzwillzqualifyzyouztozapplyz
forzUSDAzfinancialzassistanceztozinstallzthez
recommendedzpractices.

z6 Therezisznozchargezforzconservationzplanning.

zÎ You’ll need to file several forms to 
determine if you’re eligible for federal 
programs. 

z6 Formszarezavailablezonzourzwebsite.z

zÎ Applications may be submitted anytime. 

z6 Applicationszwillzbezevaluatedzperiodicallyzinz
azcompetitivezrankingzprocesszaszfundingz
becomeszavailable.zRankingzcriteriazforzeachz
programziszavailablezonzourzwebsite.In Delaware, there are over 50 different conservation practices eligible for funding through EQIP. 

Visit our website, or call your local NRCS office for a full list of eligible conservation practices and payment rates. 

forest managementwaste storage/nutrient management

These are just a few of the conservation practices eligible for EQIP funding:

pest management bee pollinators 

hoop houses

cover crops


