Delaware NRCS Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program

FY 2010 Farm Closing Checklist 
Landowner Name:




Parcel ID:                                          Acres:

Landowner Tax ID or SS#





· If needed, a request to the NRCS State Conservationist for a wavier the 2% impervious surface requirement (up to 10%) has been processed.
     (Include as attachment)
__ No land enrolled in the federal WRP-(Wetland Reserve Program), and GRP-
     Grassland Reserve Program) is included in the FRPP easement acres. 
· Entities must pay a minimum of 25% of the purchase price of an easement if there is sufficient landowner discount.  NRCS can pay no more than 50% of the Appraised Fair Market Value (AFMV) of an easement. A form NRCS-CPA-230 must be signed by land owner and entity prior to FRPP fund disbursement. (attach document)
· The easement contains the total acres in the easement, the acres of prime, unique, and important soil, and the acres of forest.
· There must be an appraisal of the property completed by a land appraiser certified in the State of Delaware.  Appraisals must conform to the Uniform Standards for Professional Appraisal Practices USPAP or Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisition (UASFLA or Yellow Book). 
· Appraisals must contain a disclosure statement signed by the appraiser indicating he/she is certified by the State of Delaware, he/she accepts full responsibility for the appraisal, that statements are true and unbiased, that he/she has no interest in the land. (attach document) 
· Appraisals may be subject to a Technical Review by a Federal Appraiser or Federally  
    contracted appraiser. The NRCS is requesting the final appraisal be submitted to the
    NRCS Delaware FRPP Program Manager at least 90 days prior to any scheduled or 

    desired closing date. 
· All appraisals with a fair market value of more than $1 million and all appraisers performing their first appraisal for NRCS must be reviewed by the NRCS National Appraiser prior to closing. (attach letter  from NRCS)

· NRCS must review all title commitment 90 days before closing prior to closings and there must be a copy of the Title Insurance with all attachments. (attach document)
· The easement deed contains a statement addressing the “acreage allowed for dwelling houses for residential use” on the parcel: No federal (NRCS) funds will be used to purchase any non developed land that is designated for future dwelling houses for residential use. The total acreage excluded from federal funding must be noted on the easement deed and delineated on the parcel map. (note in easement deed and copy of map with location)
